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TOWNSHIP  

MEETINGS 
 

SUPERVISORS 

1st Wednesday 7:30 PM* 
 

PLANNING  COMMISSION 

3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM* 
 

PARK & RECREATION  

4th Tuesday 7:00 PM* 
 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

4th Wednesday 7:00 PM* 
 

ZONING HEARING 

BOARD 
3rd Thursday 7:00 PM, as 

needed* 
 

 

*Dates unless otherwise adver-

tised. Meetings are advertised in 

the Pottstown Mercury and 

Township website. All Township 

Meetings, except Executive Ses-

sions, are open to the public. 

Board of Supervisors and Plan-

ning Commission meetings are 

available via livestream. Pre-

registration for the livestream is 

required. 

Kennedy Covered  Bridge Replacement 
Chester County owns and maintains the Kennedy Covered Bridge (Bridge 

#190) in the Township, 1 of only 15 covered bridges remaining in Chester 
County. The bridge spans across W. Seven Stars 

Road near the Kimberton Waldorf School. Origi-

nally built in 1856, the bridge was rehabilitated in 
1978, and again in 1988 following an arson fire. 

The 1988 rehab added timber trusses, deck, and 
shed reconstructed using ultradurable Ekki wood 

which has the same fire rating as asbestos.  

Over the last several years, bridge inspections 
have revealed an alarmingly quick deterioration of 

the steel superstructure which recently resulted in the weight limit on the 

bridge being lowered to 10 tons. The Chester County Bridge Program will be 
working with the Township over the next 3-4 years to replace the bridge, with 

the goal to maintain its historic character and adhere to all requirements for 
the bridge to remain on the National Historic Registry. The following items 

are part of the scope of work to be completed: 

• Increase the structural capacity and remove the weight restriction  

• Conform to the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for Rehabilitation 

(Historic Preservation)  

• Add safety features including interior rubbing rail 

• Raise the height of the existing wingwalls to accommodate guiderail  

Construction will take place in the existing location of the steel structure to 

ensure minimal impact to the French Creek, which is categorized as an excep-

tional value stream. During construction, the bridge will remain closed for the 
duration of work, expected to take approximately 12 months to complete. 

Road detours will be posted in advance and the Township will provide period-
ic project updates. Any specific questions about this project can be directed to 

Chester County Facilities Department at 610-344-6220. Did you know? The 

Township seal prominently features the Kennedy Covered Bridge. 
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The Hiestand Village and  

General Store  
It is a familiar sign to those who travel along Ridge 
Road, as many of the long-time residents call it, or 
Route 23 for those new to our township.  Toward the 
middle of that journey into East Vincent Township, 
travelers will come across a single sign informing them 
that they have arrived in a town which was not on their 
map and one which most would not know even existed.  
The sign proudly proclaims your arrival in the Village 
of Hiestand. 
 
To the best of our knowledge, Hiestand never followed 
the normal path to formally become a proper Pennsylva-
nia village, with official papers of incorporation, or hav-
ing a mayor to oversee its progress, or a town hall to 
conduct its affairs.  Those legal enhancements are hard 
to find, but there is little question that the sign told of a 
once active community, one which existed and flour-
ished around the four corners where Ridge and Vincent 
Roads crossed one another. Vincent Road can no longer 
be found, for over the years the southern portion 
changed its name to Sheeder, and the northern side is 
now known as Ellis Woods. The names changed, but 
that busy corner remained the center of Hiestand. Rather 
than being anchored by a typical village hall with all its 
formalities, the Hiestand neighborhood was based upon 
something rather unusual, a store---a general store, from 
where the community was well-served for several gen-
erations.  From that central location, the Village resi-
dents could purchase almost anything they needed to 
keep their home and farm running smoothly.  Some-
where inside that well-stocked building could be found 
some coffee, tea, cheese, salt and both brown and white 
varieties of sugar, as well as cornmeal, flour, eggs, and 
several spices to pep up those dinner meals.  Especially 
in the early days, most of the items were not found in 
nicely prepared “see-through” packages of today, all 
individually wrapped before the anxious buyers arrived, 
but they were displayed in large containers, from which 
a selected amount was scooped-up and taken to the well
-tested scales for the final price.  For liquids like molas-
ses or vinegar, you brought your own jug from home. 
 

Hiding away in one of the many back corners were the 

screws, nails and bolts, all to be weighed on those trusty 

scales to determine the cost, in addition to small tools, 

washboards, hunting and fishing equipment, thread, 

sewing needles, cloth, seeds and a variety of salves and 

other remedies for animals in trouble, along with, over-

alls, shoes, boots, gloves, a pretty new dress or two, and 

depending on the season, a straw hat or long-johns. 

And especially for the kids, a large jar filled with hard 
candy.  Whatever you needed could generally be found 
somewhere within those walls, or it could be ordered.  
For a time in the 1800s, this well-visited store even 
served as the local post office. In the midst of that 
large mixture of goods and services, and never too far 
from the pot-bellied stove, a friendly bench or two 
could be found.  Upon them, as the good citizens took 
a little time “to rest a spell”, folks would gather to dis-
cuss the weather and get caught-up on the latest news 
and local gossip, while joining others in helping to 
solve the world’s problems. 
The name of this unofficial village came from several 
generations of members of the Hiestand family, who in 
turn, became the overseers of all those activities, going 
as far back as the 1800s. They continued to hold-forth 
as the store owners, managers and clerks, serving their 
neighbors into the modern era, before time caught up 
with them as the big super stores came to dominate the 
scene. They possibly could have been viewed as the 
unofficial mayors of this mythical village.   
 
That popular general store with its wide variety of 

items and the surrounding village scene are both gone.  

What remains are a host of good memories, a village 

sign, and a few historic buildings, including the central 

one, the old general store, which still stands as visual 

evidence of those glory days from a time not so long 

ago.  Seeking to remain in the business of selling 

goods to the public, the historic building now has been 

modernized and revamped.   Yet with the several hun-

dred products of all types, shapes and sizes, which 

once filled that old building from wall to wall in prepa-

ration for a 

sale, the 

main one 

being sold 

to this 

younger 

generation 

is an item 

that was 

completely 

unknown 

to the resi-

dents of the fabled Hiestand Village and its well-

stocked general store.  Those old-timers would not 

know in which corner to search to find what people 

routinely go there to request today---a pizza.  

Dr. Robert Price, Historical Commission  
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‘App’ Spotlight - Pulse Point 
 

Chester County is a participating member in an app that empowers 
everyday citizens to provide life‐saving assistance to victims of 
sudden cardiac arrest. App users who have indicated they are 
trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and willing to as-
sist in case of an emergency can be notified if someone nearby is 
having a cardiac emergency and may require CPR. If the cardiac 
emergency is in a public place, the location-aware application will alert users in 
the vicinity of the need for CPR simultaneous with the dispatch of advanced medi-
cal care.  
The application also directs these potential rescuers to the exact location of the 
closest Automated External Defibrillator (AED). Download Pulse Point from any 
app store and plug in your location to get started. To find more information about 
this app, you may go to the Chester County Website at www.chesco.org and 
search “Pulse Point App”.   

Zoning Ordinance Task Force 
The Township is in the process of revising the Zoning Ordinance with the help of 
Chester County Vision Partnership Grant Program. Earlier this year, the Board of 
Supervisors formed an Ordinance Task Force to assist in the technical compo-
nents and give feedback and direction for the revised text. The Ordinance Task 
Force, comprised of volunteers from various Boards and Commissions, Township 
Staff and Professionals, and a community member,  meets regularly to work on 
the draft text. The entire process is expected to take approximately 2 years to 
complete. Look for upcoming public meetings to follow this important issue. 

   Welcome New Businesses 

Kimberton Golf Club Driving Range—An 
addition to the existing 
Kimberton Golf Club. Lo-
cated at 122 Ridge Road. 
 
El Volcan—located at 625 
New Street, offering authentic Mexican cuisine 
    

Come out and support these new local 
 businesses!  

General Election Voter  
Registration  

 
The General Election will 
occur  November 8, 2022.  
Polls are open from 7AM to 
8PM. The last day to regis-
ter to vote is October 24, 
2022; the last day to request 
a mail-in or absentee ballot 
is November 1, 2022.  
 
In this year’s  General Elec-
tion, Pennsylvanians vote 
for federal, state and local 
officials including: US Sen-
ators, US Representatives to 
Congress, Pennsylvania 
Governor, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, General Assembly, 
Attorney General, Auditor 
General, State Treasurer, 
County and City Officials, 
Judges and Magisterial Dis-
trict Judges. To find your 
polling place, visit the 
Township website at 
www.eastvincent.org under 
“Resident Resources”. 

 
 

Spring City Library  
Events  

 
Elmwood Park Zoo Visits 

the Library 
Monday, July 11th  

10:30AM to 11:00AM.  The 
Elmwood Park Zoo will be 
bringing some furry friends 
to meet everyone, thanks to 

the Bard Foundation. 
 

Computer Help 
Wednesday, July 13th 
1:00PM to 1:30PM.   

If you are looking for help 
on how to use a computer, 

send an email, set up an Ex-
cel Spreadsheet then this is 

for you. 
 

Lending Library  
Thank you to the many users who have 
made the Township’s lending library a suc-
cess! We have many residents come in 
throughout the week and bring books and 
exchange them for new (to you) books.   
 

The lending library 
is located in the 
vestibule at the 
entrance of the 
Township build-
ing.  If you haven’t 
had a chance to check it out, the library is 
available any time the Township Building is 
open, Monday –Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  

Flood Impact Grants 

 
 

If your home was affected by 
Hurricane Ida or another hazard-
ous rain event you may be eligi-
ble for Federal Flood Mitigation 
Funding.  Pennsylvania was re-
cently awarded $5 million in 
grant funding for this program. 
Properties covered by a National 
Flood Insurance program policy 
that have sustained repetitive 
flooding losses are also 
eligible.  
 

Interested property owners 
should contact the Township Of-
fice for assistance with submit-
ting an application, as the Town-
ship is the sub applicant for any 
applications that are submitted.   
To learn more go to 
www.fema.gov.   

http://www.chesco.org


Community Day 2022 - SAVE THE DATE! 
 

We are pleased to announce that East Vincent 
Township Community Day is scheduled for Sep-
tember 10, 2022 from 11 AM to 2 PM at the 
Park on the Ridge.  After a few years of being 
on hiatus due to the pandemic, the Parks and 
Recreation Board has been hard at work plan-
ning to bring back this favorite event. We are 
expecting the biggest turnout yet as the Town-
ship hosts a delayed 25th anniversary celebration of the Park on the Ridge!  
There will be so much to look forward to including: food, bounce houses, face 
painting, pony rides, petting zoo, dog adoption event, rock climbing wall, and 
more. Don’t forget to mark your calendars, we can’t wait to see you there. 
 

Stay tuned at the Township website for more information to follow!   

Potassium Iodide (KI) Distribution  
 

As part of Chester County’s continuing 
emergency preparedness effort, we continue 
to make available 
free potassium io-
dide tablets (KI) to 
Chester County 
residents who live, 
work, and/or attend 
schools within a 10
-mile radius of the Limerick Nuclear Power 
Plant.  
 
Potassium Iodide, or KI, can help protect 
the thyroid gland against harmful radioac-
tive iodide when taken as directed during 
radiological emergencies.  Individuals 
should only take KI when told to do so by 
state health officials or by the governor.  
Adults and children will receive a two-day 
supply of KI.  Directions detailing when 
and how to take the tablets, as well as in-
structions for proper storage will be provid-
ed with the KI tablets.  Individuals can pick 
up KI tablets for other families or those 
who are unable to pick them up on their 
own.   
 
Chester County residents and businesses 
within a 10-mile radius of the Limerick Nu-
clear Power Plant, can receive a supply of 
KI tablets, by completing and submitting 
the online form. The KI pills help to protect 
the thyroid from the effects of the radiation.  
To complete the online form go to: 
www.chesco.org then search “Potassium 
Iodide”.  

Historical  
Commission Events 

 
Independence Day 

Ceremony 
The Historical Commission 
will host the Independence 
Day Ceremony at the Revolu-
tionary War Soldiers Cemetery 
located on Ridge Road on July 
4th at 9:00 AM.  All are wel-
come and encouraged to attend 
this memorable event.  

 
Lectures in the Park 

The Historical Commission is 
hosting “Lectures in the Park” 
on the Park on the Ridge; July 
23, 2022 at 7:00 PM and Au-
gust 20, 2022 at 7:00 PM. 
More information to come. 
Please check back at the Town-
ship website for more infor-
mation.  

 
 

Community Blood Drive - 
June 30th  

 

On Thursday, June 30th the 
Township, in partnership with 
the American Red Cross, will 
host a Blood Drive at the Mu-
nicipal Complex from 12 PM 
to  6 PM. Pre-registration is 
required to donate.  Register at 
www.redcrossblood.org.   
 
According to the American 
Red Cross, donors with all 
blood types are needed, espe-
cially those with types O nega-
tive, A negative and B nega-
tive. We urge  community 
members to donate blood and 
help ensure that patients in lo-
cal hospitals have a supply of 
blood ready and waiting before 
an emergency occurs.  The 
American Red Cross reports 
that blood donations are in es-
pecially short supply just be-
fore summer holidays, so your 
participation is critical to sav-
ing lives. 
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Chester County Household 
Hazardous Waste Event 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next Household Hazardous Waste 
Event will be held on June 24th at the 
Coatesville CCIU Learning Center 
1635 E. Lincoln Hwy. Coatesville, 
PA 19320. Registration is required 
for this event.  
 
You can register for this and future 
events at: www.chestercountyswa.org. 
Please print your “ticket” at the end of 
the registration.  Only one (1) appoint-
ment is permitted per household.   
 
Please note the following items are 
prohibited: latex paint, alkaline batter-
ies, electronics or appliances.   Mate-
rials will only be collected from the 
trunk of your car or your truck bed, 
this is a no contact event.   
 

Don’t forget to check 
www.chestercountyswa.org for future 

events!  
 

http://www.chesco.org
http://www.chestercountyswa.org
http://www.chestercountyswa.org


Page 5 East Vincent News

Emerald Ash Borer Awareness 
The Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus planipennis) is a half-
inch long metallic green beetle originally from Asia that 
can be found in almost every county of the Common-

wealth of PA.  The beetle was first 
identified in North America in 2002 
and in western Pennsylvania in 2007.  
The larval stage of the beetle is very 
harmful, and it feeds exclusively on 
ash trees under the bark which kills 

them three to five years after infestation.   
*Information provided by DCNR 
 
Below are some signs and symptoms of an emerald ash 
borer (EAB) infestation:  
 
 Upper crown dieback 
 Bark splits  
 Bark flaking  
 Tissue damage resulting from woodpecker predation  
 D-shaped adult beetle exit holes in the bark 
 S-shaped larval feeding galleries just below the bark 
 
Homeowners with ash trees can prevent an emerald ash 
borer infestation with an insecticide product and applica-
tion to ensure the product is applied at the proper rate and 
time.  Only ash trees that are healthy and are of value of 
the homeowner should be considered for treatment. 
 If the Township spots a dying ash tree on your property, 
you will be sent a notice in the mail to remove the tree.    

Construction Corner 
As Summer approaches and you are thinking of starting 
projects around your home, be sure to check with the 
Township Office to see if you need a permit.  
 
Permits are re-
quired for the vast 
majority of pro-
jects within the 
Township.  Addi-
tional permit infor-
mation such as 
forms and instructions are listed on the website at 
www.eastvincent.org under “Building & Zoning” then 
“Permits & Forms”.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to call the Township Office if you 
have questions, we are here to help!  

Calling All Volunteers! 

Are you interested in getting involved in the communi-
ty? The Township is looking for volunteers to fill  

committees.  
 
The Environmental Advisory Council will focus on 
evaluating proposals in the Township pertaining to con-
servation, natural resource protection, etc. There are 
currently four (4) vacancies.  This is a newly re-formed 
group. 
 
The Open Space Committee will focus on identifying 
properties in the Township for preservation via conser-
vation easement, purchase by the Township, or other 
mechanism. There are currently two (2) vacancies. This 
is a newly formed Committee. 
 
The Historical Commission’s purpose is to identify sig-
nificant architectural, historical, and natural sites in East 
Vincent Township and also plans important historic 
events such as the Fourth of July Ceremony. There is 
currently one (1) vacancy.  
 
These vacancies will remain open until they have been 
filled.  If you are interested in volunteering, go to 
www.eastvincent.org then “Volunteer Opportunities” 
and complete the volunteer application and return it to 
the Township Office or email at  
manager@eastvincent.org. 

Dial 811 - Call Before You Dig 

The Pennsylvania One 
Call System serves as a 
reminder to all people 
who excavate or dig to 
call 811, at least 72 
hours before digging, to 
have the approximate 
location of their utility 
lines marked. This pro-
cess helps prevent inju-
ries, property damage, 
and inconvenient utility 
outages. The Temporary 
Marking Guidelines ta-
ble (right) provided by 
PA 811 depicts which 
paint colors correspond 
to the various utilities.  

http://www.eastvincent.org
mailto:manager@eastvincent.org
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The Township Office will be closed Monday, July 4th in observation of  
Independence Day. 

STORMWATER 
Throughout the year, the Public Works Department 
strives to keep storm drains free of leaves and debris.  
The storm drains throughout the Township are all 
checked before an impending heavy rain event and 
immediately after.  Storm drains are also cleaned 

routinely and outfalls are inspected 
each year as apart of the require-
ments by DEP.   
 
There are many simple ways that 
residents can do their part to help 
keep the storm drains clean, such 
as: never dump anything into the 
storm drains or streams; make sure 
to pick up after your pets; direct 

your downspouts away from paved surfaces, and 
have your septic system pumped and inspected rou-
tinely. Remember that the water that drains to inlets 
eventually becomes our drinking water. 

Summer is Here! 
With the warm weather here, our Public Works De-

partment is completing road work, 
trimming trees and mowing.  
 
Please drive with caution and obey all 
signs when traveling through work 

areas.  We value the safety and lives of our employ-
ees and appreciate your cooperation and patience 
while necessary work is being done.  
 

Thank you for keeping our Road Crew safe!  

If you want to receive this tri-annual Newslet-
ter even sooner than it comes to your mailbox, 
sign up for e-delivery. This will not affect the 
delivery of your hardcopy.   
You can also sign up to receive our monthly E
-Newsletters and important emergency alerts.  To com-
plete your registration please visit  www.eastvincent.org 
under “Resident Resources” then “Newsletters”.   

http://www.eastvincent.org

